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Archbishop Ivo Scapolo, Apostolic Nuncio: “As the Church, at times we have not had the courage to accept accusations.”

Days after leaving Chile, the representative of the Pope speaks of his difficult period here, which he describes as “lights and shadows.” He says that he has never been a person who covers up and that he agrees very much with the cases of sexual abuse going through the legal system, and that a judge should be the one who determines if there was or was not a cover-up.

By: Juan Antonio Muñoz H. 

Never before has he given an interview. His public voice, until now, was fundamentally that which was deduced from his pastoral activity. Monsignor Ivo Scapolo arrived in Chile in 2011, named apostolic nuncio by Pope Benedict XVI. His first activity was presiding, on 25 September of that year, at the procession of the Virgin of Mount Carmel. Eight years later, and in two days more, he leaves for Rome, then to take charge of the Vatican diplomatic envoy in Portugal. 
From the moment of his arrival, Scapolo (born in Terrassa Padua, in 1953) went to dioceses throughout the country; he visited all of them and also attended most national religious celebrations, including the quasimodo pilgrimages and the Feast of La Tirana. Shortly after arriving, he had to attend to the naming of new bishops and the crisis of the Chilean Catholic Church regarding accusations of sexual abuse.   
Proceeding quietly and thoughtfully, to many it seemed that Scapolo remained distant from the crisis and was not acting to condemn them. He was accused of indifference concerning the victims and also was accused of covering up the sexual abuse. Several events occurred; among them, in 2014, the investigation made by the Archbishop of Santiago, Ricardo Ezzati, of declarations made by the priests Mariano Puga, Felipe Berríos and the deceased José Aldunate. Also, he was questioned during the investigation led by Jordi Bertomeu and Charles Scicluna; the very noisy nomination of Juan Barros as bishop of Osorno, closely linked to the Karadima case, and by the controversial visit to Chile of Pope Francis, in January of 2018, in the midst of the fight over the Barros situation.
Ivo Scapolo – who describes his time in Chile as “an experience with lights and shadows” receives El Mercurio in the house of the Nunciature in Providencia. He does not put limits on the questions, but reserves the right not to respond to some, and not to go into specific details on others. He is simple and direct.
· How did the eruption of accusations of sexual abuse by the Church in Chile strike you?
It has been very painful verifying facts surrounding the abuse in the Church. I have been affected by the great number of accusations recently made, though in the majority of the cases the abuse was not recent. I have tried to understand and share the difficult road that has been travelled by the victims to be conscious of the abuse they suffered, coming to make the accusations. I share their  willingness that the atrocities be brought to light, be judged and repaired.
· The issue of the abuses is not exclusive to the Church, yet, Catholics always saw the Church as a place of welcome, where children especially were protected. Does it not seem natural the public indignation over this?
Yes. Everyone should experience anger, sadness, and embarrasement if anyone commits abuse, even more if it is against a minor, and even more so if it is committed by a person that, as a priest, has a special responsibility. Also, according to the available public information, in 2018 alone, there were more than 28,000 accusations of sexual crimes in Chile. That is an incredible number! It is urgent that efforts be united and to continue promoting effective measures, beginning with the Church.
· As the representative of the Pope, what self-criticism do you make regarding this issue?

Since my arrival I have addressed various abuse cases. However, after the visit of the Pope I have had to confront an avalanche of accusations, requests and complaints. I believe it to have been done as humanely as possible. I tried to act according to the truth, justice and charity. Always it can be done better, but believe me that what could be done was done. 

· Lack of courage? 

As the Church, at various times we have not had the courage to receive accusations and timely take the necessary steps. 
· What has the Church learned after knowing of these cases?
We have learned much from the painful stories of the victims. For example, the need to be more empathetic, the duty to accompany the victims, guaranteeing more adequate procedures, working for prevention. And because of this the Church has taken steps: new norms, classes on formation, spaces to listen, to make accusations and accompanying at the national and diocesan levels.    

“If a person has been well formed in chastity it is difficult that abuse would be committed.”

· Has the Church accepted internally that it must change and speed up the procedures to recieve accusations?
Yes. There is an effort to improve the procedures, getting past the difficulties that exist, more than anything lack of time and ideal personnel. 

· As a priest, how is this wave of abuses in the Church explained? 

There are various causes. Among them, errors in the selection of candidates; the lack of accompaniement and ongoing formation of priests and religious; the lack of oversight and fraternal correction; inadequate spiritual formation, moral and ascetical; lack of faith and of an intense prayer life; the influence of currents of thought and models of conduct contrary to Christian anthropology. 
· You have to see with celibacy, power, the idolizing of some priests…?
The problem is not celibacy. If a person has been well formed in chastity, it is difficult that abuse would be commited. And the abuse of power and the idolization of priests can be avoided with adequate human and spiritual formation, with correct oversight and evaluation.
“I regret having caused pain for some persons.”
· You yourself have been called someone who covered up. How do you respond to that?
I say simply that it is not true. In conscience I can affirm that I have fully completed my duty as papal representative and that my superiors have not stopped praising my work. 

· Also the last two archbishops of Santiago, cardinals Errázuriz and Ezzati, have been investigated by the legal system for possible liability for covering-up. What is your assessment regarding the conduct of both?
Addressing an ongoing proceeding, I prefer not to pass judgment in this respect. I hope that this and other similar cases are clarified before the law as soon as possible.
· It has been said that you have not received the victims. Has that been the case? 

I have received various persons that have given their testimony, as victims or accusers. I regret that in some cases this has not been possible and that it has caused pain for some persons.
· Is it the task of a nuncio to receive the victims in cases such as these or others?

 That is a task that generally corresponds to the bishop or major superior. The task of the nuncio is to help that the proceedings be done in an adequate manner, helping and accompanying, if it were necessary, the victims or accusers. 
· Do you agree with putting these cases in the legal system?

Yes, it is advisable that it proceeds according to the civil and canon laws. 

· And that a civil judge be the one who determines if it was or was not a cover-up?

Yes. And better if it were resolved in a reasonable time. 

· Another issue is the reparation of the victims. Normally it is understood only as an economic reparation.  
It is appropriate that we receive and have a sincere attitude of understanding, that it be translated in concrete gestures of spiritual, moral and material help. 
“The nuncio is one of the sources of information for the Holy See.” 

· After the visit of the Pope there were critiques respecting how this trip went. In particular, regarding the public’s participation, that it was seen as less massive than hoped for, as happened in Iquique. 
In Iquique there were not many people in the place where the Mass took place. However, there was a sea of people in the entrance to the city. I could praise the same participation and enthusiasm in Temuco and Santiago. 

·  It was said the visit was a failure.

I do not share that evaluation. Two times the Pope expressed his satisfaction at seeing the number of faithful and the festive atmosphere in the streets and the gatherings. I hope that, in a  climate of  greater serenity, the Church in Chile could return to reflecting over the homilies and talks of the Pope, in which he treated such important issues as the life of faith, the witness of charity, social justice, migrants, indigenous people and the youth.
· Even more than the difficulties and the controversy, Pope Francis said that the visit to Chile was very important for him because it made him open his eyes.

No doubt. 
· Pope Francis – regarding the case of Bishop Juan Barros – said he had not received sufficient information; even more, he had been “misinformed.” Do you assume some responsibility in that?

What I can say is that the nuncio is one of the sources of information for the Holy See. 

· Was it the Chilean Church who misinformed him? 

I do not have elements to respond to that question. 
· Did you agree with the nomination of Juan Barros Madrid in Osorno?

I cannot answer that question.

· Why not?

For reason of the pontifical secret that I have the duty to respect. 
· Do you feel that all the necessary records were placed at the Pope’s disposal? 

I can assure you again that I have tried to complete my duty and for that I have a tranquil conscience.

· How was your experience in Osorno, when Bishop Barros assumed his role?

I went to Osorno because it was my duty to fulfill what the Pope had decided. Therefore I could be a witness to the grave lack of respect given at the Cathedral, to the concelebrating bishops, as well as the liturgy of the Word and the Eucharist. I know they were upset, but it was not the way to express it. 
· Is it true that you had been thinking of asking Barros to resign in 2014, when he was Bishop for the Military Services? And that you would urge Barros to take a period of sabbatical before assuming another pastoral responsibility as a diocesan bishop? 

I can say that I acted as it is read in a letter of the Holy Father to the Permanent Committee of the Chilean Episcopal Conference in 2015. The missive was published, a few days before the Pope’s arrival in Chile, by the international press agency The Associated Press. 

(Editor’s note: In the missive, directed to the Permanent Committee of the Chilean Episcopal Conference, Pope Francis signaled his understanding of the controversy generated surrounding the nomination of Bishop Barros in Osorno, and that the apostolic nuncio in Chile, Ivo Scapolo, tried to find a way to contain the damage before the case would be brought to light publicly in 2015).
Aldunate, Puga y Berríos

· It caused intense debate that you would require information over the priests José Aldunate, Mariano Puga, and Felipe Berríos. It was taken as an intrusion. Why did this have to be done? 
In 2014 I had intervened because hundreds of complaints had arrived at the nunciature, from the faithful who felt scandalized by declarations of the three priests, declarations contrary to the Magesterium of the Church with respect to the dignity of life and of the family. 

· Was an investigation made of those priests or only what they said reviewed? 
I sent the Holy See the text of the declarations, explaining the context as well as the steps that were taken by the respective superiors. 

· Did you meet with them? If so, how was that meeting?
In the last two years I have met more than once with one of them, in a cordial and respectful atmosphere.

· Since you arrived in Chile, effort has been made to go to the dioceses to know their internal functioning. Is that a usual activity of a nuncio? I ask you it because some have accused you of affecting the independence of the local ecclesial hierarchy.
I had never heard that accusation. In Bolivia, Rwanda, and Chile, I made clear to the bishops my availability to make a visit to their dioceses to strengthen the ecclesial communion. My offer was welcomed and I could visit almost all the ecclesial districts of the three countries. Pope Francis himself, in December 2013, recommended to me continuing the visits to the dioeses of Chile.
Nomination of bishops: “There is no deadline.” 

· The nomination of bishops in Chile has been very slow. Of 27 dioceses there are nine with apostolic administrators and one with a diocesan administrator. What is happening? There is no one who could assume certain posts?
Having to provide to ten dioceses in very little time, the work of gathering necessary information to find worthy and ideal candidates is large and 
· Are there deadlines for the nominations?

There are no deadlines. Yes it is true that it would be better that a new bishop be named as soon as possoble. In all this, the apostolic administrators, with the faculties of a diocesan bishop, are doing valuable pastoral work.
Are you going to miss something from Chile after your time there?

They have been eight years in which I have known, appreciated, and shared multiple aspects of the reality in Chile. I will not forget the visits to the dioceses, the beautiful friendships, the valuable help of the little team at the Nunciature, the visit of the Pope, and the painful reality of the abuses in the Church. I finish an experience with lights and shadows. What I can assure you is that I will carry Chile in my heart.
“The Church is not possoble without the presence of women.”  

· In your judgment, should the role of women in the Church be analyzed or changed?

The Church is born of the “yes” of Mary. It is not possible without the presence of women. Visiting Chile, I have seen the great support of women in Christian communities. I hope that the Church can profoundly reflect over the responsibility of women. 

· What do you think are the reasons for the lack of vocations?
In Africa and Asia the Church is in a stage of great vitality and has many vocations. A critical moment is being lived, above all in Europe and America. The lack of vocations in those continents is the consequence of secularization, which affects all religious denominations. Only the centrality of Christ will revive in the youth the desire of giving to God and one’s brothers and sisters. 
· In Chile, the Church has played an important role in the welcome of migrants. More than the welcoming itself, that is something that you have to see in order to participate in the suffering of another, do you see limits to this welcoming?

Four verbs define for Christians their attitude toward migrants: welcome, protect, promote, and integrate. Government authorities must act with prudence and responsibility to define adequate ways of receiving migrants. To that respect, the words of Pope Francis in Iquique are enlightening: “This land is a land of dreams, but we look to remain being a land of hospitality.” 

· What does your return to Portugal as nuncio mean to you?
I return with delight to the nunciature in Portugal, where I was secretary at the end of the 1980’s. As Chile, Portugal is also a beautiful country, with a glorious history and a rich artistic patrimony. Even more it makes me happy to know I will be able again to visit the fascinating Shrine of Fatima and the places where lived Saint Anthony, to whom I have a special devotion. 

*   *   *
